Fall 2006

Media Studies 312: Canadian Media Theorists

Instructor: Marshall Soules, Ph.D.

soules@mala.bc.ca
http://www.mala.bc.ca/~soules/
 Malaspina University-College

 900 Fifth Street

 Nanaimo, BC V9R 5S5

 Tel: 250-753-3245, loc. 2123

Office: 340-235.

 Office Hours: TBA


Course Description



An examination of the contribution of Canadian communications theorists who have established a rich tradition of inquiry into the political, social, economic, and artistic significance of communication technology, especially as related to Canadian society. Theorists include Harold Adams Innis, Marshall McLuhan, George Grant, Edmund Carpenter, Wilson Duff, Maude Barlow, Arthur Kroker among others.  (3:0:0) Prerequisite: Third year standing.

Course Policies

All writing must be written specifically for this course. Assignments must be handed in on the dates specified unless you discuss the option of a revised date with the instructor at least three days before the assignment due date. Otherwise, the grade will be reduced by 5 % per day to a maximum of 7 days. (Weekends count as one day.) All assignments must be the intellectual property of the person making the submission; any references, samples, borrowings, and citations must be fully and appropriately documented and conform to recent Canadian copyright legislation. Fair dealing provisions apply.

Required Readings

McLuhan, Marshall. Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man. 1964. Ed. Terence Gordon. Corte Madeira, CA: Gingko Press, 2004.

Readings on www.media-studies.ca/articles.htm
On Reserve, selections from:

Adams, Michael.  Fire and Ice: The United States, Canada and the Myth of Converging Values.  Toronto: Penguin, 2003. 

Babe, Robert. Canadian Communication Thought: Ten Foundational Writers. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2000. 

Barlow, Maude.  Too Close for Comfort. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 2005.

Carpenter, Edmund.  They Became What They Beheld. DVD. 

Innis, H. A.  The Bias of Communication. 1951.  Toronto: U of Toronto Press, 1971. 

Kroker, Arthur.  Technology and the Canadian Mind: Innis/McLuhan/Grant.  Montreal: New World Perspectives, 1984. 

---. The Possessed Individual: Technology and the French Postmodern. Montreal: New World Perspectives, 1992. 

McLuhan, Marshall, and Quentin Fiore.  The Medium is the Massage. New York: bantam, 1967. 

Menzies, Heather.  No Time: Stress and the Crisis of Modern Life.  Vancouver: Douglas and McIntyre, 2005.

Learning Outcomes

1. An understanding of the tradition of Canadian communications theory and its major theorists.

2. An understanding of contemporary issues in political economy and media analysis, including the question of national identity.

3. An ability to evaluate and compare critical thinking about media and communications.

4. Improved writing and verbal skills, with particular emphasis on case study and feature writing.

5. An appreciation of media studies as multi-disciplinary. 

6. An ability to apply communications theory to contemporary global events using problem-based learning (PBL) strategies.

7. Improved multimedia presentation skills. 

Assignments
Discussion (30 %)

Throughout the course you will be asked to post your thoughts, questions, and comments to a course discussion group. It is an important aspect of this assignment that you engage actively--and in a timely way-- with the postings of the other course participants. 
Case Studies  x 2 (2 x 10 = 20 %)

Case studies (500-750 words) apply the theories we will be discussing to contemporary news items. In your case study, you should (1) define the theory or media-related issue you are applying; (2) describe the situation you want to apply the theory to; (3) and show how the theory helps to understand the issue or event, or seems to be contradicted by it. Your goal is to develop critical thinking strategies for approaching the media that work for you; at their best, these case studies should flash with discovery and insight.

While you should base your case studies on sound research and close analysis, also try to write in an engaging, journalistic style typical of feature articles. Your primary audience will be the other course participants, and you will be asked to contribute the best of your writing to an electronic journal of course writings.  Your work will be assessed on research, critical analysis, writing style and quality, degree of discovery.

Due: Sept. 26, Oct. 10, Oct. 24, Nov. 14.

Feature Article + Presentation (30 %)

On Nov. 28th or Dec. 5th, you'll be asked to make a 15-minute presentation--using some form of multimedia (PowerPoint, website, video, audio, photography)--to illustrate one or more theories from the course readings. Your presentation must also be accompanied by a print document (feature article, brochure, 'zine, newsletter) which provides background, context, documentation, and further explanation for your presentation.

As with the case studies, you could think of this assignment as applied research--applying the principles and theories of our assigned reading to contemporary media issues--but with more latitude for expressive creativity. Your sources must be carefully documented and credited. You'll be evaluated on the quality and extent of your research; critical thinking; documentation; writing quality; creativity; presentation skills and use of media.

Please submit a proposal for this project by Nov. 7th. Include a descriptive title, a thesis statement, an abstract or outline, and a bibliography (in MLA or APA format).

Reading Test: Nov. 21st  (20 %)

Exam questions will ask you to explain the theories explored in the course, illustrate them with examples, and show their relation to the work of other (Canadian) media theorists.


Weekly Schedule



Tu Sept 5:   Introduction to Canadian media theorists: Is there a "Canadian" media theory?

Tu Sept 12:    Marshall McLuhan: Light and Dark: 

http://www.media-studies.ca/articles/mcluhan.htm


Understanding Media: (UM) 3-61

Tu Sept 19:   Understanding Media: UM 62-157. The Medium is the Massage slideshow.

 Arthur Kroker's Canadian Discourse: 

http://www.media-studies.ca/articles/kroker_discourse.htm
Tu Sept 26:   Harold Adams Innis and the Bias of Communication. 

http://www.media-studies.ca/articles/innis.htm . 

Tu Oct 3:   Understanding Media 164-283.

Arthur Kroker: http://www.media-studies.ca/articles/kroker.htm 
Theory of the Virtual Class: http://www.ctheory.net/book2.asp?bookid=3
Tu Oct 10:    George Grant:  http://www.media-studies.ca/articles/grant.htm. 
Case Study 1.

Tu Oct 17:   Edmund Carpenter: http://www.media-studies.ca/articles/carpentr.htm 
 Wilson Duff: http://www.media-studies.ca/articles/duff.htm
Tu Oct 24:   Understanding Media 283-360. 

Tu Oct 31:   David Rokeby: http://www.media-studies.ca/articles/rokeby.htm 

 Bruce Powe: http://www.media-studies.ca/articles/powe.htm 

Tu Nov 7:   Excerpts from Maude Barlow, Too Close for Comfort and Heather Menzies, No Time.

Presentation Proposal due. 

Tu Nov 14: Joyce Nelson: http://www.media-studies.ca/articles/nelson.htm
 Ursula Franklin: http://www.media-studies.ca/articles/franklin.htm  

Case Study 2.

Tu Nov 21:   Reading Test

Tu Nov 28:   Presentations

Tu Dec 5:   Presentations 
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